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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Office of the Secretary 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


COST File No. 61; Notice 78-8] 
NATIONAL ENERGY TRANSPORTATION STUDY 
Request for Public Comment 


AGENCIES: Departments of Trans- 
portation (DOT) and Energy (DOF). 


ACTION: Request for public com- 
ment. 


SUMMARY: As part of the President’s 
national energy plan, DOE and DOT 
are conducting a joint study to deter- 
mine if the Nation’s transportation 
system is adequate to accommodate 
the future energy needs of the United 
States. Public comment is invited. 


COMMENT CLOSING DATE: Novem- 
ber 15, 1978. 


ADDRESS FOR COMMENTS: Send 
three copies to Docket Clerk, OST File 
No. 61, Office of the General Counsel, 
Department of Transportation, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20590. Comments will be 
available for public inspection and 
copying in the Office of the Assistant 
General Counsel for Regulation and 
Enforcement, Room 10421, NASSIF 
(DOT Headquarters) Building, 400 
Seventh Street SW., Washington, 
D.C., between 9 a.m. and 5:30 p.m. 


local time, Monday through Friday 
except Federal holidays. 


FOR FURTHER 
CONTACT: 


Nancy MacRae, Staff Member, Na- 
tional Energy Transportation Study 
(NETS), Office of Intermodal Trans- 
portation, DOT, 202-426-4203, or 
Diana Diamond, Office of Policy and 
Evaluation, DOE, 202-566-9037. 


INFORMATION 


NOTICES 


SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
By 1985 and beyond it appears likely 
that the Nation will experience nu- 
merous changes in the historical pat- 
terns of energy supply and demand 
which in turn will require changes in 
the way energy is transported. The 
changing energy patterns include 
dwindling domestic oil and natural gas 
production, regional shifts in supply 
and demand, and shifts in national 
and regional fuel use, including new 
energy sources. The Nation’s transpor- 
tation system established during the 
last 50 years must adjust to accommo- 
date new markets and new energy 
sources. 

The joint DOT-DOE study team will 
look at important aspects of the move- 
ment of coal, crude oil and petroleum 
products, natural gas, nuclear fuel, 
and electrical power to 1985 and 
beyond. This will be done to determine 
what adjustments are needed in the 
present transportation network. 

In the first phase of the study, DOE 
is to select alternative national energy 
scenarios based on different assump- 
tions about future energy suppiy and 
demand. These scenarios will be 
broken down into 173 geographical re- 
gions for the fuels listed above. 

In the second phase of the study, 
DOT is to determine how energy 
would be moved from supply areas to 
energy consuming areas by all modes 
of the transportation network. DOT 
will use the assistance of a computer 
model to compare the present capacity 
with future needs and identify poten- 
tial bottlenecks. 

In the third phase of the study, the 
joint study team is to examine a 
number of issues that may affect the 
transportation of energy. These in- 
clude but are not limited to the follow- 
ing: 

1. The railroads’ 
future capital needs. 


2. Coal slurry pipelines. 


ability to meet 
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3. Highway requirements for coal. 

4, Crude oil and petroleum products 
distribution. 

5. Electric power transmission and 
distribution. 

6. Movement of nuclear waste. 

7. Impact of increased rail unit-train 
traffic on local communities. 

8. Natural gas transportation (in- 
cluding liquefied natural gas). 

While the major emphasis of the 
study is the transportation needs in 
1985, the study team will also look at 
1990 and 2000. 

The final report is expected to iden- 
tify constraints on the efficient trans- 
portation of energy and to recommend 
any Federal actions that may be neces- 
sary. 

To gain the widest possible range of 
information and opinion concerning 
this undertaking, the Departments of 
Transportation and Energy have es- 
tablished an “open file.’’ Interested in- 
dividuals and groups are encouraged 
to submit comments to the address 
shown above prior to the comment 
closing date of November 15. All com- 
ments submitted by November 15 will 
be considered; those submitted later 
will be considered to the extent feasi- 
ble. A list of contributors to the “open 
file’ will be published. Where such 
material is used in the final report, 
the contributor will be referenced. 


Issued in Washington, D.C., on 
August 21, 1978. 


CHESTER DAVENPORT, 
Chairman, NETS; Assistant Sec- 
retary for Policy and Interna- 
tional Affairs, Department of 
Transportation. 


LESLIE J. GOLDMAN, 
Acting Vice Chairman, NETS; 
Acting Assistant Secretary for 
Policy and Evaluation, De- 
partment of Energy. 


{FR Doc, 78-24471 Filed 8-29-78; 8:45 am] 
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